
Astronomical and Space Sciences
OBSERVING AND UNDERSTANDING THE UNIVERSE

Why study Astronomy at USQ? 
Are you fascinated by the universe? Interested in science and the 
physics at work in the world around us? USQ’s Bachelor of Science 
(Astronomical and Space Sciences) combines the fascination of 
astronomy with the opportunity to develop in-demand expertise in 
physics, mathematics, statistics, computing and data science.

The USQ advantage 
Students get the online support of dedicated, expert instructors and 
supervisors and remote access to leading-edge astronomical research 
facilities including Mount Kent Observatory and its MINERVA-Australis 
exoplanet observing array.

Learn from researchers in a leading 
international Astrophysics Group
You will learn from internationally recognised stellar astronomy 
and planetary systems experts and access USQ’s advanced research 
facilities, including Mount Kent Observatory, scientific computing 
software and support and overseas telescopes available through USQ’s 
international collaborations in astrophysics. 

Experience world standard learning with the flexibility of studying 
externally either full-time or part-time. You will be supported by  
online classes, remote access to USQ facilities, and residential schools 
where appropriate.

USQ is ranked above world standard in 
Astronomical and Space Sciences research

Excellence in Research for Australia report, 2015

Mount Kent Observatory



1800 269 500

study@usq.edu.au

usq.edu.au/astronomy
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Want to know more?

1 While not compulsory attendance at residential schools for PHY3303 Modern Physics and PHY3304 Photonics is highly recommended.  
The information contained in this flyer was correct at time of printing.
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Bachelor of Science  
(Astronomical and Space Sciences)

CRICOS code 042230E

Duration 3 years full-time or equivalent

Campus/mode External1

The Bachelor of Science (Astronomical and Space Sciences) degree is 
the latest addition to USQ’s Astronomy study options. Some of the 
exciting courses available are astronomy, physics, modern physics, 
astronomical techniques, optics, planetary & exoplanetary science, 
quantum mechanics, solar & stellar astronomy, photonics, and galactic 
& extragalactic astronomy. Complementary studies are also offered in 
areas such as mathematics, science, and computing.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

English (4 SA) and Mathematics B (4 SA) or equivalent are required.  
At least one of: Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Science is recommended.

PROFESSIONAL ACCREDITATION

USQ has designed this new major to align with national and 
international standards and is seeking accreditation with the 
Australian Institute of Physics (AIP). 

CAREER OUTCOMES

As a graduate you can apply your core scientific skills and related 
studies in maths and computing to a range of careers, within education, 
government or the private sector. You can also choose to take further 
studies at USQ to pursue a career in tertiary education or research.

DEGREE STRUCTURE UNITS

Core courses 4

plus 1 x 12-unit major
 plus 8 x electives

20or 1 x 12-unit major
 plus 1 x 8-unit major
 or 1 x 4-unit minor plus 4 x electives

TOTAL 24

Additionally, for those wanting a dual degree, astronomy is studied as 
part of the 8-unit Bachelor of Science (Physical Sciences) major that 
can be combined with other programs such as those in mathematics & 
statistics, computing, or engineering.

Be prepared to expand your horizons
The Bachelor of Science (Astronomical and Space Sciences) will 
prepare you to continue your exploration of the universe through 
further study and research. You could choose to continue your journey 
of discovery with these specialist degrees:

• Bachelor of Science (Honours)

• Graduate Certificate of Science (Astronomy)

• Graduate Diploma of Science (Physics & Astronomy)

• Master of Science (Astrophysics)

• Master of Science (Research)

• Master of Science (Applied Data Science)

• Doctor of Philosophy

• Doctor of Applied Science


